
Frequently Requested Child Care
Information

Frederick County is Maryland's largest County in

size at 663 square miles. Frederick City, the

County's seat, is 47 miles west of Baltimore and 43

miles northwest of Washington D.C.

The County's 5,670 businesses employ 77,500

workers; an estimated 133 firms have 100 or more

workers. Manufacturing accounts for 7.1% of total

employment. Major employers include Cambrex

Bio science, Fort Detrick, State Farm Insurance,

Bechtel Power, CitiMortgage, BP Solar, and

MedImmune. Frederick County is also Maryland's

largest dairy producer, providing one-third of the

State's milk production.

Source: Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development (DBED) 2006-2007.

Child Care Choices, the Maryland Child Care Resource
Network and Maryland Committee for Children, Inc. are
co-publishers of this Frederick County Report for the
Network's Maryland Child Care Demographics Report
series. The series includes reports for the State, for each of
Maryland’s 23 counties and the City of Baltimore.

This publication was produced as a work for hire for the benefit of, and with
funds from, the Maryland State Department of Education.

Child Population 2000

Age Group Number in age group

0-1 5,450

2-4 8,606

5-9 15,596

10-11 6,403

Total 36,055

Source: Maryland Department of Planning (MDP), 2000 Census Summary File 1.

Number of Frederick Children under 12 with
Mothers in the Work Force1

29,270 – 77%2 of total 2007 child population under 12
(38,013).

1Source: MCC/LOCATE: Child Care. 2Percent based on 2000 census data. Total
population number based on GeoLytics, Inc. Estimate Professional 2006/2011.
Data is not directly comparable to earlier reports.

Maryland Child Care Resource Network

Child Care Choices

Child Care Costs as Compared to Other Major
Household Expenses

The estimated current median family income in Frederick
is $89,5666. A family of four that included a couple and
two children ages 1-2 and 3-5 years can be expected to
have the following yearly household expenses:

Expense
Cost % of Income

Child Care $ 15,859  17.7%
Infant1 $8,695.44
Preschooler2 $7,163.52

Food3 $ 8,923 10.0%

Housing4 $ 15,852  17.7%

Taxes5 $ 23,890  26.7%

Total $ 64,524  72.0%

1Average cost of full-time care in a family child care home (LOCATE, 2007).
2Average cost of full-time care in a child care center (LOCATE, 2007). 3National
average cost of food at home based on a moderate cost plan (Cost of Food at
Home Estimated for Food Plans at Four Cost Level, September 2007, U.S. Average,
United States Department of Agriculture). 4Based on U.S. Bureau of the Census
2000 median selected owner costs with a mortgage; included mortgage, taxes,
insurance and utilities. 5Federal, state, and local income taxes, Medicare, and FICA
taxes per IRS and Maryland Office of the Comptroller (2007). Taxes do not reflect
Earned Income Credit. 6Current income based on 2006 American Community
Survey census data. This data can not be compared to previous data.

Average Weekly Cost of Full-time Child Care

Frederick County
Family Child Child 

Care Programs Care Centers

0-23 months $167.22 $231.75

2-5 years $141.37 $137.76

School Age* $121.75 $136.74

Source: MCC/LOCATE: Child Care, 7/07.
* Family child care provider, center or school-based settings for school age children
licensed by Office of Child Care; programs offered before and/or after school hours
and during school holidays and vacation.
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Male Population (selected ages)

Age Group 19951 20002

20-24 5,782 4,746

25-29 7,076 5,773

30-34 8,018 7,434

Total 20,876 17,953

1Source: MDP Population Projections 7/97. Spread of ages by LOCATE: Child Care
2MDP Census 2000 Summary File 1.

Households

1990 2000

Total household 
population 146,365 190,622

Total # of households 52,570 70,060

Average household size 2.78 2.72

Source: Census 2000 Summary File 1. Produced by the Maryland Department of
Planning, Planning Data Services.

Child Population1

1990 2001

Frederick Maryland Frederick Maryland

0-3 years 7,032 216,136 8,218 209,218

3-4 years 4,870 141,682 5,838 144,175

5 years 2,392 69,456 3,016 74,546

6-9 years 9,239 262,917 12,580 316,772

10-11 years 4,320 124,328 6,403 162,481

Total 27,853 814,519 36,055 907,192

1Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census Summary Tape File 1A (STF 1A), 1990, 2000
Censuses. Age breakdowns prepared by MCC.

Total Population

Frederick Maryland

2000 195,277 5,296,486

1995 175,001 5,046,079

1990 150,208 4,780,753

1980 114,792 4,216,975

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census Summary Tape File 1A (STF 1A), 2000, 1990, 1980
Censuses of Population and Housing and Maryland Department of Planning Data
Services, Revisions, 6/95.

Female Population (selected ages)

Age Group 19951 20002

20-24 5,912 4,959

25-29 7,007 5,792

30-34 8,026 8,031

Total 20,945 18,782

1Source: MDP Population Projections 7/97. 
2MDP Census 2000 Summary File 1.

Work Force Information
Total Population Ages 16+ in Work Force

Frederick Maryland

1990
Female 37,650 1,238,003
Male 46,603 1,401,893

2000
Female 49,673 1,351,034
Male 57,478 1,418,491

Change
Female 31.9% (+) 9.1%(+)
Male 23.3% (-) 1.2%(+)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census. Prepared by MDP, April 2002
based on STF 3A.

Females (16+) with Children

Age Group 2000 1990 Change

Total females (16+)
with children under 6 6,085 9,869 38.3%(-)

Total females (16+)
with children under 6
in the work force 4,125 6,407 35.6%(-)

Total females (16+)
with children 6-17 14,990 10,923 37.2%(+)

Total females (16+)
with children 6-17
in the work force 12,150 8,699 39.7%(+)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census. Prepared by MDP, April 2002
based on STF 3A.
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Families and Poverty

1990 % 2000 % %Change

All Families 40,561 100% 51,949 100% 28.1%(+)

Families Below
Poverty Level 1,417 3.5% 1,530 2.9% 8.0%(+)

All Families
w/Children 
Under 6** 9,390 100% 6,337 N/A* N/A*

Families 
w/Children 
Under 5 Below
Poverty Level 507 5.4% 595 N/A* 17.4%(+)

All Families
w/Children 
Under 18 22,060 100% 20,015 100% 9.3%(-)

Families 
w/Children 
Under 18 Below
Poverty Level 1,067 4.8% 1,182 5.9% 10.8%(+)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census. Prepared by MDP, May 2002 based
on STF1, STF 3A. Measurements of poverty status are based in income received
from the previous year.
*Comparable data not available from 1990 Census.
**Data collected in 1990 was for children under 5.

Children and Poverty

1990 % 2000 % %Change

Total Related 
Children 
Under 18 38,869 100% 50,027 100% 28.7%(+)

Total Children 
Under 18 Below 
Poverty Level 2,168 5.6% 2,735 5.5% 26.1%(+)

Total Related 
Children 
Under 5 11,823 100% 12,853 100% 8.7%(+)

Total Children 
Under 5 Below 
Poverty Level 734 6.2% 800 6.2% 9.0%(+)

Total Related 
Children 5-17 27,046 100% 37,174 100% 37.4%(+)

Total Children 
5-17 Below 
Poverty Level 1,434 5.3% 1,935 5.2% 34.9%(+)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census. Prepared by MDP, August 2002
based on STF 3A. Measurements of poverty status are based in income received
from the previous year.

Families

Frederick
Total # of All Total # of All
Families With Families With
Related Children Related Children

Total Under Age 6 Under Age 18

1990 40,561 9,390** 22,060

2000 51,949 6,337 20,015

Change 28.1%(+) N/A* 9.3%(-)

Maryland
Total # of All Total # of All
Families With Families With
Related Children Related Children

Total Under Age 6 Under Age 18

1990 1,256,327 281,342** 649,622

2000 1,359,318 150,011 662,172

Change 8.2%(+) N/A* 1.9%(+)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 and 2000 Censuses. Prepared by MDP,
April 2002 based on Summary tape File 3A (STF 3A). See “Census of Population
and Housing” in definitions section for additional information.
* Comparable data not available for 1990 Census.
**Data collected in 1990 was for children under 5.

Educational Attainment

%Adult %Adult
Pop. Over Pop. Over

Frederick 25 Yrs Maryland 25 Yrs

High School
Grad or 
Higher 110,832 87.1% 2,930,509 83.8%

Bachelor’s 
Degree or
Higher 38,176 30.0% 1.099,360 31.4%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000. Prepared by MDP, April 2002 based on 
STF 3A.
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